Summary of the 2016 Summer Wetland Bird Counts in Namibia

Holger Kolberg
Ministry of Environment and Tourism

During January and February 2016 wetland bird counts were once again conducted in Namibia. The
effects of the current drought are quite apparent in the seven sites that returned a zero count due to
the fact that the wetlands are completely dry. The count on the Kwando River could also not be
conducted because the low level of the river prevented access by boat to the channels that are being
counted. Nevertheless, data was received from 49 wetlands, comprising a total of 276 728 birds of
124 species. The lack of waders and terns is interesting and is probably due to the warm-water event
experienced at the coast prior to the counts being conducted. Good rainfall inland in the week prior
to the counts at Walvis Bay and Sandwich Harbour perhaps also contributed to this, especially the
lack of e.g. Chestnut-banded Plovers.

Sandwich Harbour and Walvis Bay head the list of numbers counted due mainly to large numbers
of flamingos and a massive roost of Cape Cormorants at Sandwich Harbour. The Walvis Bay
sewage works are in a surprising third place, again due to a large number of flamingos counted
there. Two sites on the Okavango River, Samsitu and Shamvura, head the species list with Walvis
Bay coming in third.

Twenty-five red data book species were counted, the two species of flamingo and Cape Cormorant
being the most numerous. Of concern are the species that were counted in low numbers or not at all
e.g. cranes and Great Crested Grebe.

Comparison of the last seven years’ summer counts shows a decline in the numbers of the three big
groups of birds i.e. flamigos, waders/shorebirds and gulls, terns and skimmer, this notwithstanding
the fact that more sites are now being counted than in 2010. Cormorants were not added to this
analysis because they are not counted at all the wetlands where they occur.

| am very grateful to all the volunteers that participate in the counts mostly at their own cost and in
their own time. Thanks to your contribution Namibia is seen as one of the leading participants in the
International Waterbird Census and a major contributor to the waterbird population estimates that
are produced every three years. Thank you very much!

Table 1 (next page): List of wetlands counted, numbers counted and total number and species
counted for each site.
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Table 2: List of red data book species, numbers counted and number of sites where they were seen.

No No of

Species seen sites

Greater Flamingo 79391 13
Cape Cormorant 54147 3
Lesser Flamingo 50711 10
Black-necked Grebe 2439 8
Hartlaub’s Gull 2186 13
Great White Pelican 1435 8
Chestnut-banded Plover 523 2
African Black Oystercatcher 257 9
Damara Tern 100 2
Marabou Stork 87 3
Caspian Tern 77 4
Eurasian Curlew 47 4
Crowned Cormorant 31 4
Maccoa Duck 29 2
African Fish-Eagle 28 12
Rock Pratincole 16 2
Rufous-bellied Heron 10 2
African Marsh-Harrier 9 5
Slaty Egret 7 3
Wattled Crane 3 1
Blue Crane 3 1
Black Stork 2 1
Great Snipe 2 1
Black-winged Pratincole 1 1
Cape Gannet 1 1
Great Crested Grebe 0 0
Bank Cormorant 0 0
Eurasian Bittern 0 0
Saddle-billed Stork 0 0
Grey Crowned Crane 0 0
African Finfoot 0 0
African Skimmer 0 0
Pallid Harrier 0 0
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Figure 1: Comparison of numbers counted from 2010 to 2016 for three major groups of wetland
birds.



